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Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
I am submitting to you this Request for Review in the matter of Universal Service 
Administrative Company’s denial of our funding requests submitted on our Form 
471 application number 613715. The reason for denial was stated as failure to file a 
Form 470. I have included copies of our original Request for Waiver sent to you in 
February, 2008, as well as our past and current service provider contracts, all of 
which are following this page.  
 
Allow me please to explain the circumstances of this matter and why a Form 470 
was never filed: 
 
In February, 2008 a Request for Waiver was submitted to your office (please see 
following page), to which we never received a reply. This Request for Waiver 
document explains the reasons why the Form 470 deadline was missed.  
 
Because we never received a reply for an extension of this deadline, when the 
deadline to file the Form 471 arrived, we had no choice but to renew our existing 
service provider contracts and file the Form 471 without having filed a Form 470. It 
was also our understanding that this was acceptable as long as our current contracts 
had not yet expired, making the filing of the Form 470 not mandatory.  
 
In conclusion, we feel that we should have been issued a waiver of the deadline for 
Form 470 due to the extenuating circumstances of the district not having a 
Technology Director until after the deadline. The fact that we did not receive any 
response to this request essentially tied our hands and forced us to renew our 
current contracts, which we are being told by USAC that the dates of these contracts 
are the reason for their denial of funding.  
 
I urge you to please review and reconsider USAC’s decision on this matter, as this 
funding is essential to our district as enrollment and state funding continue to 
decline, forcing the district to cut staff and programs. Denial of this funding would 
come at a very difficult time for this district and would make a bad situation even 
worse. We have tried to do everything we are required to do to secure this funding 
correctly and timely given our circumstances.  
 
Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you soon. If there is any 
other information or clarification needed, don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 



James Schintgen, Director of Technology 
West Iron County School District 
601 Garfield Avenue 
Iron River, MI 49935 
(906) 265-9218, ext. 5128 
jim@westiron.org 
Billed Entity Name: West Iron County School District 
Billed Entity Number: 131792 
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Richard Burby, Superintendent 
West Iron County School District 

601 Garfield Avenue 
Iron River, MI 49935 
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Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
9300 East Hampton Drive 
Capitol Heights, MD 20743 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Dortch: 
 
Please accept this request for waiver of the Schools and Libraries Universal 
Service Description of Services Requested and Certification Form 470, which 
had a deadline of January 10, 2008. The reason for this request is due to the 
fact that the West Iron County School District was without a Technology 
Director as of October, 2007. We have just recently hired a new Technology 
Director, who will continue to proceed with timely submission of required 
forms by the required deadlines. By the time the new Technology Director 
was on board, however, the deadline to file Form 470 had already passed.  
 
If you need any further information in order to render a decision on this 
appeal, please contact James Schintgen, Technology Director, Caryn 
Johnson, Assistant to the Superintendent or myself at  
(906) 265-9218.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard Burby, Superintendent 
West Iron County School District 
601 Garfield Avenue 
Iron River, MI 49935 



(906) 265-9218 
rburby@westiron.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 


